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Last year, foreign students attending English language courses at local licensed 
English Language Teaching (ELT) schools totalled 83,610, equivalent to a 
decrease of 4.0 per cent over 2018.  

Teaching English as a Foreign Language: 2019

The majority of students attending English language courses in Malta came from Italy (18,335), 
followed by Germany (9,764) and France (8,878). Together these accounted for 44.2 per cent of total 
students coming to Malta to learn English (Table 2).

The largest share of language students were aged 15 years or less, accounting for 33.3 per cent 
of the total students following ELT courses. Students aged 50 and over were in the minority and 
numbered 6,224. Female students outnumbered males, and accounted for 60.1 per cent of the entire 
ELT student population (Table 3).

July was the busiest month for local licensed ELT schools with 18,457 arrivals, or 22.1 per cent of 
the annual total. This was followed by June and August with 11.8 and 10.5 per cent of total students 
arrivals respectively (Table 4). 

The most popular course off ered by local licensed ELT schools was ‘General English: Standard’ which 
was attended by a total of 58,784 students (70.3 per cent) studying during 2019. This was followed 
by the ‘Intensive English’ course, with 15.9 per cent of total students (Table 5).

The share of foreign students attending English language courses in 2019 when compared to total 
inbound tourists for the same year, stood at 3.0 per cent. Of this share, 2.4 per cent were males and 
3.6 per cent were females (Table 6).

Foreign students enrolled in local licensed ELT schools spent a total of 237,066 weeks in Malta. The 
average length of stay during the year under review stood at 2.8 weeks, an increase of 0.3 of a week 
when compared to 2018 (Table 8). With an average of 12.4 weeks, students from Colombia recorded 
the highest average duration. These were followed by South Korean and Chinese students with an 
average duration of 9.5 and 7.4 weeks respectively (Table 10).

In 2019, the number of staff  in local licensed ELT schools stood at 1,796. The largest share of teaching 
staff  (31.9 per cent) was aged between 18 and 24. Female teachers accounted for 72.6 per cent of 
the total teaching staff  (Table 11). Non-teaching staff  amounted to 766, of which 57.4 per cent were 
employed on a full-time basis (Tables 12)  
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2018 2019 Change Percentage   change

January 1,373 1,453 80 5.8
February 1,864 1,912 48 2.6
March 3,347 2,915 -432 -12.9
April 3,216 3,082 -134 -4.2
May 2,377 2,690 313 13.2
June 3,921 3,886 -35 -0.9
July 7,495 7,019 -476 -6.4
August 3,582 3,360 -222 -6.2
September 2,524 2,986 462 18.3
October 2,170 2,300 130 6.0
November 1,339 1,275 -64 -4.8
December 540 495 -45 -8.3

Total 33,748 33,373 -375 -1.1

January 2,018 2,048 30 1.5
February 2,661 2,782 121 4.5
March 4,978 3,981 -997 -20.0
April 4,775 4,448 -327 -6.8
May 3,498 3,884 386 11.0
June 6,265 5,962 -303 -4.8
July 12,835 11,438 -1,397 -10.9
August 5,802 5,442 -360 -6.2
September 4,156 4,488 332 8.0
October 3,607 3,356 -251 -7.0
November 1,958 1,693 -265 -13.5
December 811 715 -96 -11.8

Total 53,364 50,237 -3,127 -5.9

January 3,391 3,501 110 3.2
February 4,525 4,694 169 3.7
March 8,325 6,896 -1,429 -17.2
April 7,991 7,530 -461 -5.8
May 5,875 6,574 699 11.9
June 10,186 9,848 -338 -3.3
July 20,330 18,457 -1,873 -9.2
August 9,384 8,802 -582 -6.2
September 6,680 7,474 794 11.9
October 5,777 5,656 -121 -2.1
November 3,297 2,968 -329 -10.0
December 1,351 1,210 -141 -10.4

Total 87,112 83,610 -3,502 -4.0

Table 4. Foreign students following courses in local licensed ELT schools by month and sex: 2018-2019

Females

Total

Month of arrival
Males
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https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx
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