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Marija Kovac

IS an educator from Pancevo, Serbia.

Her teaching experience at international universities
and NGQOs, participating at TESOL and IATEFL
conferences, and a bit of project work have done
wonders for keeping her curious about most EFL
Issues for the last 16 years.

She works at Webster University in Tashkent,
Uzbekistan.
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Session goals

e Three problems you may have
e \What | did wrong

e Why teach writing

e First steps — baby steps




Bingo!

Guess my problems

"Writing is not thinking written down
after all of the thinking is completed.

Writing Is thinking", Donald M. Murray

https://fast-poll.com/poll/87059c14

Photo by Jonathan Ybema on Unsplash



https://unsplash.com/@jayworks?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/bingo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://fast-poll.com/poll/87059c14

Process writing

Product writing

« text as a resource for comparison
» ideas as starting point

more than one draft

l.e., reader is emphasised

collaborative

* emphasis on creative process

more global, focus on purpose, theme, text type,

¢ imitate model text

» organisation of ideas more important than
ideas themselves

» One draft

» features highlighted including controlled
practice of those features

« individual

* emphasis on end product

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/product-process-writing-a-comparison



https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/product-process-writing-a-comparison

What does a writing class write?

Business writing:

In class: Memo to Instructor, Positive/ Informative Message,
Persuasive Message, Negative Message, Résume, Job
Application

at home: Discussion, Short Report Project

ESL writing:

In class: Summary and Response, Comparison and Contrast,
Cause and Effect, Argument,
Research/Bibliography/Literature review, Timed - writing

at home: Discussion, Portfolio, Reflections



What it should be like

generating ideas,
understanding the ideas of

others,

collection

information: note-taking,
freewnting, brainstorming,

looping

editing and

proofreading €

organizing and
focusing ideas:
mind mapping,

planning

additional research
or idea generation

writing initial drafts of a
text focusing mainly on the
development,
organization, and
elaboration of ideas

clustering, listing, drafting letting work sit,
outline coming back to
it at a later point

prewriting /

reflection

peerftutor
review
feedback

focusing attention
on the surface-level
features of the text

= from others
revision

further developing
and clarifying
ideas, the structure
of the text

Coffin et al.
Writing Process



What it is like

How we practice writing

, Gettoknow theformat ¢ Draft2 goes to the ! Final paper goes
Teacher’s inbox and we to Canvas, and
meet for feedback you write a
Reflection
. ............. .. .................... . ...................... . ................ . ......................
® [ ]
Write the first draft in Webster Saint Louis
class and helps with Draft 3

give & get feedback



Why do we need to teach writing?

 Itis a way of developing accuracy (in grammatr,
vocabulary, etc.).

* [tis a 21st century skill.
* ltisin the syllabus....

.



What is the first step?

Baby steps:

 WRIT 1000

* Pretend you are a
student: FutureLearn,
Coursera...




Remember:

Teaching is thinking, too.




Thank you!

Email: marija.elt@gmail.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/marija-kovac/



mailto:marija.elt@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marija-kovac/
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